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Plainview-Old Bethpage presents an intriguing story of two vibrant Long Island communities that

share a colorful 300-year-old history. They were once quaint farming communities that almost

overnight found themselves facing seismic cultural changes. In just 10 years, from 1950 to 1960,

the combined population of Plainview and Old Bethpage soared from 2,000 to over 33,000.

Plainview-Old Bethpage presents a journey back in time to the Native Americans, the settlers who

followed, the farmers who worked the land, and the thousands who came to make a better life for

their families. Discover why every town surrounding Plainview-Old Bethpage has a railroad station

but it does not. Read about the resident who raised a Confederate flag during the Civil War and

drew the ire of his neighbors. Ride along with race car drivers as they hurtle along dirt roads at

breakneck speed. Learn about the deadly brawl on Election Day in 1890, the infamous Plainview

kidnapper who got the electric chair, and a local company's role in molding a national memorial to

Vietnam veterans.
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Longtime resident Thomas Carr has gathered over 200 photographs from collections of the

Plainview-Old Bethpage Public Library, the Nassau County Department of Parks, Recreation &

Museums, the National Archives, historical societies, museums, and private collections.
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